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Chairman’s Message

JARED PLUMLEE
Chairman

Nearly 10 years ago I was fortunate enough to 
attend the CCM annual meeting where I was 
exposed for the first time to the organization 
and the wonderful membership. I cannot tell 
you how honored I am to chair an organization 
with the history and purpose that this one has. 

I wasn’t raised in a citrus family. I actually come 
from a long line of vineyard managers and grew 
up in the vineyards between Terra Bella and 
Ducor. In 2009 I was given the opportunity to 
take a role at Booth Ranches, and that is when 
my dedication to this industry began. I currently 
live in the Porterville area with my wife Erin and 
our 3 children Jaxon, Jamison, and Avery.

I started my service with CCM after seeing a need 
for me to be more involved with industry affairs. 
During my time with CCM, I’ve learned that 
dealing with the challenges facing the industry 
is much like a game of whack-a-mole. We tend 
to have the same issues present themselves 
and demand attention, although the hole they 
pop out of may change. Whether it be market 
conditions, water, labor, pest and disease, or 
the regulatory environment, rest assured that 
this organization is working on your behalf to 
minimize the impacts you all feel. 

CCM is unique in that we have the sole ability 
to lobby on your behalf for critical funding for 
the ACP/HLB programs that are tasked with 
keeping commercial citrus protected in the 
short, mid and long terms from the devastating 
effects of HLB. We have been very successful in 
obtaining and expanding that funding. Just this 
year, due to the efforts of CCM staff, funding was 
secured for a new ARS breeding program which 
will be built in Parlier. 

Securing funding doesn’t happen without 
relationships in place. The board, myself and 
staff are very grateful to have a membership 
that allows us the ability to cross the aisle and 
build key relationships with leaders, decision 

makers and regulators in order to show these 
key partners the importance of a strong citrus 
industry and give them a roadmap to protect 
it. The outcomes may not always be ideal, but 
I believe that these relationships, over time, 
will position the organization in a much more 
beneficial place where the rubber meets the 
road. That is the strategy CCM operates under 
and one I fully believe in and intend to move 
forward with as Chairman. 

I’m excited about where the organization is 
headed, our depth of involvement in the issues 
that affect citrus, and our ability to impact 
those issues. At the end of the day this is an 
organization of growers, for growers. We can do 
none of it without you and your support.

I believe that these relationships, 
over time, will position the 
organization in a much more 
beneficial place where the rubber 
meets the road. 
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President / CEO

President’s Message

I’m proud to provide you with our Annual Report 
of major activities from this past year. While 
2022 continued to bring agriculture significant 
challenges – drought, inflation, rising costs of 
production, and card check – we are proud to 
amplify your voice and continue to serve you the 
citrus grower. 

Despite these challenges, our work has 
resulted in tangible benefits because of our 
continued engagement with State and Federal 
policymakers. Our constant collaboration with 
the Citrus Research Board (CRB), who identified 
a gap in the USDA-ARS National Citrus Breeding 
program, led us to advocate for resources, 
which resulted in an exciting new program that 
will enhance our existing program with the 
University of California.

We have also been able to maintain critical 
funding resources from State and Federal 
appropriations that bolster our pest and disease 
research and management programs and 
directly offset assessments growers spend to 
fight against the deadly disease huanglongbing.  

Our thorough and patient engagement with 
the Department of Pesticide Regulation on 
pollinator protections has provided an exception 
for citrus growers to continue to use Imidacloprid 
for quarantine pests, including Asian Citrus 
Psyllid, without restrictions that are affecting all 
other agricultural uses. This detailed regulatory 
work was also the key to securing a veto on a bill 
that would have threatened the entire ACP/HLB 
program by virtually eliminating imidacloprid 
use in backyards where HLB is present and near 
commercial groves.

Water supply and policy has and will remain a 
focus area for the entire team. We understand 
how critical the situation is, especially with the 
implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) happening now. We 
know how divisive water can be in this State and 
even within differing interests in the farming 
community. North versus South, East versus 
West, and between the haves and have-nots. 
The common ground that unites us is working to 
grow the water supply for all. We do this through 
collaborations that force diverse interests into a 
single room, identify priorities, and advocate for 
shared solutions. Admittedly it’s slow, arduous, 
and painful to do this, but not doing it has been 
our Achilles heel for decades.

This Annual Report is not a summary of 
perfection, but an overview of why it is vital to 
continue collective engagement on behalf of 
the citrus industry. We know that forces are 
making it more and more difficult. But a united 
industry has a better chance of succeeding in 
these uncertain times.  

We promise that we have and will continue to 
do everything possible to unite citrus growers 
around shared interests and make a quantifiable 
difference for your businesses. On behalf of your 
dedicated staff and board of directors, thank 
you for your continued support.
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2022 SNAPSHOT

OUR MISSION

To protect and enhance the viability of California’s citrus growers. 

OUR GOALS

To credibly represent the needs of California’s citrus growers to state and federal 
elected officials and policymakers, foster communication and cooperation 

between all segments of the citrus industry, as well as deliver relevant, timely, and 
unbiased information to the membership.

Legislative, regulatory and 
communications meetings attended.

Trips to D.C. and Sacramento to meet 
with legislators and key agency staff.

484

18
Grower outreach events held.11



Issues and Advocacy 

The past year brought its fair share of 
challenges for citrus growers, but that’s not to 
say the year was without success. While the 
passage of Card Check was disappointing, 
we were able to help stop other harmful bills 
dealing with pesticide use, secure $1 million 
in new funding for a California-based citrus 
breeding program, and a $20 million section 
32 purchase of mandarins for the first time.

CCM has also worked to increase our 
involvement with organizations like The 
Water Blueprint and the Sustainable Pest 
Management Work Group. Participation in 
these collaborations ensures we have a voice 
at the table on some of our most important 
issues.

Pest & Disease

Trade & Marketing

Water

Labor

CCM FOCUS AREAS

2022 IN REVIEW



TRADE AND MARKETING

SECTION 32 PURCHASES 

GRAPEFRUIT MARKETING ORDER

In August, USDA notified the citrus industry that they will once again enforce the 
juice content maturity requirements on imported grapefruit from October 1, 

2022, to March 31, 2023. This rule has not been enforced in recent years due 
to trade concerns expressed by USTR. Reinforcement of the rule halted 
Mexican grapefruit imports this year, giving domestic products a leg up. 

UC ANR is currently collecting grapefruit samples to determine average 
juice content. To date, samples indicate that California would not be able to 
meet the Florida juice content standard. That being said, it is important to 

understand the juice content of California grapefruit to inform the direction 
of any potential changes to the grapefruit marketing order.

CCM staff communicates regularly with USDA about the status of the project 
and potential rulemaking.  

Section 32 is an important government procurement program that supports America’s farmers and 
provides domestic products to communities. 

At the request of CCM, USDA has agreed to purchase up to $20 million worth of mandarins and 
tangerines for the first time. This is a huge win for the citrus industry as it is rare to receive funding with 
an initial request. USDA will also purchase up to $20 million in oranges and $10 million in grapefruit 
once again.

Water

Labor

NEW THIS YEAR, USDA WILL PURCHASE 
UP TO $20 MILLION WORTH OF FRESH 

MANDARINS FOR DISTRIBUTION TO FOOD 
BANKS & SCHOOLS.



PEST AND DISEASE 

FUNDING RECEIVED 
State and Federal Funding for ACP and HLB

$5 MILLION
State funding for the Citrus Pest 
and Disease Prevention Program.

$12.5 MILLION
Federal funding for the Citrus Pest and Disease 

Prevention Program in California.  

$25 MILLION
Farm Bill funding for 
ACP/HLB research.

$8.5 MILLION
Federal funding for MAC 

to fund ready-to-go 
research projects aimed 
at identifying short term 

solutions to HLB.

$1 MILLION
Federal funding to establish 

a new citrus breeding 
program in California.

$52 
MILLION

$ 52  MILLION

$1.6  MILLION

R E T U R N  O N  I N V E S T M E N T

I N  M E M B E R  D U E S

= $50.4 MILLION

IN STATE/FEDERAL FUNDING

RETURN ON INESTMENT



SUSTAINABLE PEST MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP
The Sustainable Pest Management Workgroup (SPMWG) is charged with outlining a forward-looking 
pesticide policy for California. President Casey Creamer is among a select group of community 
and industry advocates chosen to serve as a member. The appointment gave the citrus industry 
a strong voice on pesticide-related issues happening within the workgroup and the current 
administration.

The SPMWG recently released a roadmap for what sustainable pest management should look like 
moving forward to ensure human, community and environmental safety while protecting the vitality 
of our food supply. The Roadmap includes reforms that will expedite the registration process for 
new, more sustainable products and increase general fund allocations to CDFA’s Pest Prevention 
Division and UC Extension Services while also expanding both programs.

PEST AND DISEASE CONTINUED

REGULATING NEONICOTINOIDS

AB 2146 would’ve restricted the residential use 

of neonicotinoids, a safe and essential class of 

chemistry against the spread of Asian Citrus 

Psyllid (ACP) and Huanglongbing (HLB). Passage 

of this bill would have arbitrarily banned its use 

in residential cases, upended the regulatory 

process ongoing at the Department of Pesticide 

Regulation (DPR) and disregarded the latest 

science to improve and curtail its industry and 

non-industrial uses.

CCM was active throughout the bill’s lifecycle, 
including engagement with DPR during 
its regulatory stakeholder discussions and 
hearings on neonicotinoids.

BAN ON NEONICS VETOED



LABOR
CARD CHECK

In September, AB 2183 was signed, more commonly known 
as Card Check. The news came as a shock to the agricultural 

community as the governor had previously stated that he 
would not sign the bill in its current form.

Card Check changes the union election process, making 
it far easier for California workers to organize into unions. 
It does so by allowing unions to solicit employees to sign a 
card authorizing the union to represent them in collective 

bargaining and denies employees the right to a secret ballot 
election. 

In response, CCM continues to communicate with the 
administration on the harmful aspects of the bill and hold a 

number of educational meetings to help members prepare for 
Card Check and will continue to provide resources moving forward.

CAL/OSHA NONEMERGENCY REGULATION

Employers will no longer need to provide a separate COVID-19 workplace 
plan but must now incorporate previous COVID-19 response policies, worker 
protections, training and reporting requirements within their respective 
Injury and Illness Prevention Plans (IIPPs).

In December, Cal/OSHA adopted non-emergency COVID-19 prevention 
regulations. These new regulations will remain in effect for two years and 

recordkeeping subsections will remain in effect for three years. 

What Employers Need to Know:

To stay on top of changes happening in the labor sphere, CCM partners with 
Fisher and Phillips, a law firm specializing in labor, employment and civil rights. 
As part of our agreement with this firm, each CCM member has access to one 
hour of free legal advice from a Fisher and Phillips attorney. Contact Alden Parker 
at aparker@fisherphillips.com.



WATER

WATER BLUEPRINT FOR THE 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

Raising the Profile of California 
Water Issues

This new coalition of San Joaquin 
Valley community leaders, businesses, 

water agencies, local governments, 
and agricultural representatives 

works together to advance common-
sense water solutions for our region. 
President Casey Creamer sits on the 

Blueprint Board, representing the 
interests of citrus growers.

2022 Blueprint Highlights

Development of a strategic plan

Priority projects recommendation 
made to Governor Newsom & 
Infrastructure Advisor Antonio 

Villaraigosa

Additional funding secured with the 
help of Senator Melissa Hurtado

Advocated collectively for water 
issues

FUNDING RECEIVED 

$200 MILLION
For canal restoration over two years with  $79 million of 

those funds allocated for Friant Kern Canal repairs.

$56 MILLION
For implementation grants to GSAs for activities under 

SGMA.

$60 MILLION
To the California Department of Food and Agriculture 

to administer grants to growers under the State Water 
Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP).

$122 MILLION
To multi-benefit projects and programs that support 

drought resilience and aquatic habitat.  

$40 MILLION
To the Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program for 

projects that reduce groundwater use, repurpose irrigated 
agricultural land and provide wildlife habitat. 

Few issues compare in complexity to that of California water. CCM remains 
engaged with other agriculture organizations, water agencies and 

lawmakers to ensure California citrus growers have a voice in discussions 
involving our most precious resource. 



Communications

EVENTS

GROWER PROGRAMS

MARKET MEMO

CCM’s weekly 
newsletter, Market 
Memo, has been a 
consistent source 
of information for 
members since 

the organization’s 
inception in 1977. 
Market data for 

domestic products 
and imports 

are tracked and 
updated each week 
for growers. Market 
Memo also includes 
the latest industry 
news, regulations, 
events and CCM 

activities. 

CALIFORNIA CITRUS 
WEATHER WATCH

The Weather Watch 
Program runs from 
November through 

March each year and 
provides growers 

with forecasts for the 
San Joaquin Valley 

twice daily from 
Chief Meteorologist 
Scott Borgioli. Daily 

forecasts can also be 
found for the Desert 
and Ventura regions 
on the CCM website. 
CCM members can 

also subscribe to 
receive text message 

alerts for weather 
forecasts in their 

area. 

SCHOLARSHIP

Each year CCM 
awards three 

scholarships to 
students pursuing 

an education or 
vocation in the 

agriculture industry. 
To be eligible, 

students must be 
the dependent of 
a CCM member or 

member employee. 
The 2022 scholarship 

recipients were 
Maggie Gless, 

Nathan Botkins and 
Caitlin Brown. 

MY AG LIFE IN 
CITRUS PODCAST

The My Ag Life 
in Citrus podcast 
airs bi-weekly on 

Tuesdays and 
features interviews 

with industry leaders 
on topics relevant to 
citrus. The podcast 

is shared with 
members via email 
and posted to the 

Industry page of the 
CCM website. 

The CCM Communications team works to keep the membership updated on 
organization activities, plan events and educate the media, influencers and 

lawmakers on the importance of California‘s citrus industry.

ISSUES & EGGS

The 2022 program included a panel discussion with Congressmen 
David Valadao and Jim Costa, both of whom serve on some of the most 
influential committees when it comes to agriculture policy and represent 
citrus districts. The congressmen covered topics such as Farm Bill, ag policy 
and immigration reform and provided insight into the challenging world of 
partisan politics.



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

In response to the passage of Card Check, CCM staff have held several educational meetings both 
individually and in collaboration with other Agriculture organizations to help members prepare for 
the new legislation. 

Just under 100 golfers joined us from throughout the citrus industry for CCM’s 2022 golf tournament. 
Participants enjoyed a fun day on the golf course with friends, colleagues and CCM staff. Proceeds 
from this tournament go to the CCM Political Action Committee..

CARD CHECK EDUCATION MEETINGS

MEDIA OUTREACH

ALLIANCE FOR FOOD & FARMING SAFE FRUITS & VEGGIES FARM TOUR

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS TRIPS

Each year CCM Board of Directors and staff travel to Sacramento and D.C. to meet with legislators 
and regulatory agencies to foster meaningful, productive relationships with policy leaders. 

Each year AFF invites a select group of registered dietitians/media influencers to tour agriculture 
operations to provide accurate information to their clients and followers about the health and safety 
of food. As a sponsor of the 2022 event, CCM helped coordinate tours of citrus packing and growing 
operations for the dietitians. 

CCM regularly talks with reporters and media outlets to give insight into the organization’s activities 
and the challenges faced by growers.

ANNUAL MEETING

2022 marked CCM’s 45th year of service to the citrus industry. In celebration of that milestone, the 
meeting focused on honoring CCM’s past and the vision of our founders. 

CITRUS SHOWCASE

Citrus Showcase is the largest citrus conference and trade show in California. The 2022 event featured 
educational workshops, a tradeshow and a luncheon with Ambassador Eleni Kounalakis, Lieutenant 
Governor of California, who shared her perspectives on trade and agriculture.

KICK-OFF CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Jared Plumlee - Chair
Zak Laffite
Julia Inestroza
Keith Watkins 

MARKETING 
COMMITTEE

Tom Wollenman - Chair
Al Bates
Sam Botkin
Michael Burn
Matt Fisher
Will Fowler
John S. Gless 
Adam Goltz
Carlos Gutierrez 
David Hines
Mike Hulsey 
Zak Laffite
Bob McKellar
Aaron Miller
Craig Morris
Maribel Nenna
Gabe Olmos 
Grant Parnagian
Kevin Severns
Mike Stark 
Keith Watkins
Ken Wileman

GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Boomer Murray - Chair 
Eric Bream
Gus Carranza
John Crowe
Jake Cutler
Stewart Fleeman
Brian Fien

Matt Fisher
Colby Fry
Zachary Green
Nick Hill
Julia Inestroza
Ariana Joven
Matt Leider
Scott Mabs 
Brian Neufeld
Will Pidduck
Jared Plumlee
Jason Pucheu
Fendley Ragland
Lisa Tate
Todd Williams 

PEST & DISEASE TASK 
FORCE

Brian Fien - Chair
Michael Cox
Josh Plumlee
Colby Fry
Adam Brown
Zachary Green
Milo Gorden
Robert LoBue
David Mabs
Jared Plumlee
Lisa Tate Soury
Kevin Severns
Greg Thonesen
David Tomlinson
Matt Watkins
Scott Mabs

WATER TASK FORCE

Matt Leider - Chair 
Julia Inestroza
Will Pidduck
Jared Plumlee
Jason Pucheu
Keith Watkins
Matt Watkins

Michael Cox
Colby Fry
Pete Hronis
Chris Tantau
John Konda
Blake Mauritson
Devon Yurosek
Curt Holmes
Jim Finch
John C. Gless
John Kalendar
John Gillette
Timothy Gobler
Kyle Moeller
Trelawney Bullis

LABOR TASK FORCE

Maribel Nenna - Chair
Gus Carranza
John S. Gless
Carlos Gutierrez
David Hines
Lovena Hosfeldt
Jose Jimenez-Ayala
Chelsey Marderosian Skooglund
Rudy Mendoza
Gabe Olmos
Grant Parnagian
Rayne Thompson
Dave Tomlinson
Ken Wileman 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Julia Inestroza -Chair
John Crowe
Brian Fien
Carlos Gutierrez
Robert LoBue
Beverly McNutt
Rick Wescott
Tom Wollenman

Committees and Task Forces



BANKING & FINANCING

American Ag Credit
agloan.com

Bank of the Sierra
bankofthesierra.com

Farm Credit West 
farmcreditwest.com

CROP PROTECTION SERVICES

Agrian
agrian.com

BASF
basf.com

Bayer
bayercropscience.us

Corteva Agriscience
corteva.com

FMC
ag.fmc.com

Innovak Global
innovakglobal.com

Multicolor Ecological Agricultural 
Group Inc. 
multicoloragr.com

Nichino America, Inc. 
nichino.net

Syngenta Crop Protection
syngenta-us.com

Valent 
valent.com

ENERGY & UTILITIES

JKB Energy
kbenergy.com

Pacific Gas & Electric 
pge.com

INSURANCE SERVICES

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co
ajg.com

Giffin Parker Insurance Brokers
jgparker.com

Nielsen & Associates Insurance
nielseninsurance.net

Personal Ag Management Insurance 
Services
personalagmanagement.com

Zenith Insurance Company
thezenith.com

MARKETING 

Fresh Pacific
freshpacific.com

Pro Citrus Network 
pcnbrand.com

POST HARVEST PACKING 
EQUIPMENT 

Aweta North America
aweta.com

Brown International Corporation 
brown-intl.com

Compac Sorting Equipment
compacsort.com

JBT FoodTech
jbtfoodtech.com

IPL Macro 
macroplastics.com

PACE International, LLC
paceint.com

Palogix International 
palogix.com

Sinclair Systems, International
sinclair-intl.com

UNITEC
Unitec-group.com

Young’s Commercial 
Transfer, Inc. 
yctinc.com

JUICE & BY-PRODUCTS 
MARKETERS

The Coca-Cola Company
coca-colacompany.com

Sun Orchard LLC
sunorchard.com

Sun Rapt Foods
lobuecitrus.com

REAL ESTATE 

The Mendrin Group
mendrins.com

Pearson Realty 
pearsonrealty.com

Associate Members
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