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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

We must  work wi th both s ides of  the pol i t ical  
ais le and operate in the moderate center.   
Our s tate and federal  pol i t ics  are polar ized 
and arguably less ef fec t ive as consequence.  
But ,  I  bel ieve things always come back to 
center and i t  i s  there,  in the center,  where 
our greates t  oppor tuni t ies l ie .   Cer tain ly,  we 
cannot be complacent  to the opposi t ion,  but  
we can f ind common ground.  There is  an ar t  
to th is  and our s taf f  must  keep a keen eye on 
the balance.  

At  my f i rs t  board meet ing as Chairman, I  
s t ressed that  as board members we need to 
be engaged. I  wi l l  be asking a lo t  of  them 
and I  wi l l  demand even more of  mysel f .  
Ins tead of  constant ly chasing a symptom, we 
need to get  to the root  of  the problem. We 
have to be proact ive in how we approach 
ever y issue,  big and smal l .  On the same 
front ,  as growers,  we need to be a par t  of  the 
discuss ion. Communicat ion solves 90% of 
problems in l i fe and business.  I f  we take the 
t ime to l i s ten in tent ly,  communicate c lear ly,  
and fo l low through on our commitments,  l i fe 
seems to f low so much easier.   

This  organizat ion is  grower based and should 
be grower led. I f  you see an issue,  te l l  me or 
the s taf f ,  help us remain proact ive.

I  cannot overs tate how proud I  am to ser ve 
the Cal i fornia c i t rus industr y as the Chairman 
of  CCM. As we embark on a new era f i l led 
wi th new ideas,  we wi l l  cont inue to ser ve 
you, the grower,  in the best  way possible.  
This  team wi l l  a lways keep your l ive l ihood as 
their  f i rs t  pr ior i ty and, as a c i t rus grower 
mysel f ,  I  wi l l  work wi th them to ensure our 
voice is  wel l  represented.

Let  me s tar t  by saying i t  i s  an honor to ser ve 
as Chairman of  Cal i fornia Ci t rus Mutual  

(CCM). My father is  a past  
board member and my 
grandfather was a founding 
board member when CCM was 
created back in 1977. As 
CCM enters i t s  next  chapter,  I  
take my role in the t ransi t ion 
ver y ser ious ly.  We have a 
fantas t ic  organizat ion that  

has a posi t ion of  great  s tature in the s tate 
and the federal  government.  I  do not  take this  
posi t ion l ight ly.  I  unders tand that  to be 
successfu l  you must  have the r ight  leadership,  
communicat ion s ty le,  and the abi l i ty  to 
operate in a mul t i tude of  environments.  

My wife Ju l ie and I  res ide in Bakersf ie ld wi th 
our four chi ldren. I  am a four th-generat ion 
c i t rus grower and own an agricul tural  
propane company wi th my fami ly.  
L ike many of  you, my l ive l ihood depends on 
the success of  the Cal i fornia c i t rus industr y.  
As growers,  i t  i s  in our nature to put  our 
heads down, go to work,  and ignore the 
pol i t ical  issues that  confront  us.  However,  i f  
we do not  address the issues surrounding our 
way of  l i fe,  they wi l l  get  away from us.  
When this  happens,  we have no one to hold 
accountable but  ourse lves.  

I  know f i rs thand the many chal lenges before 
us.  Le t ’s  s tar t  wi th the facts ;  we l ive in the 
s tate of  Cal i fornia and, s imply,  doing 
business here is  a chal lenge in and of  i t se l f .  
We must  comply wi th the most  s t r ingent  
regulat ions in the nat ion and world;  we have 
more water issues than we have water;  and, 
we have a more uncer tain labor s i tuat ion 
than ever before.  Throw in the threat  of  HLB, 
and we have plenty to be 
concerned about.  Our highs 
are ver y high and our lows 
are ver y low. 

We have to be innovat ive to 
s tay re levant .  As farmers,  we 
have to see al l  s ides and adapt 
to the current  c l imate,  
whatever i t  may be. We must  
f ind and work wi thin the 
middle ground no mat ter what 
the issue is .  The days of  
drawing a hard l ine are 
unfor tunate ly behind us.

MATT FISHER
Chairman



BRIAN NEUFELD
Vice Chairman

ZAK LAFFITE
Vice Chairman

KEITH WATKINS
Secretary/Treasurer

MATT FISHER
Chairman

ADAM BROWN

BRIAN FIEN CARLOS GUTIERREZCOLBY FRY

JOHN CROWE

CURT HOLMESDAVE HINES

DAVID TOMLINSON

GUS CARRANZA 

JARED PLUMLEE

JOHN S. GLESS

JULIA INESTROZA

KEN WILEMANKEVIN SEVERNS

MATTHEW LEIDER

MICHAEL COX

PETE HRONIS

TOM WOLLENMAN

WILL PIDDUCKGRANT PARNAGIAN

2019-2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS (A-Z)

CALIFORNIA
CITRUS MUTUAL

MARIBEL NENNA



C
A

 C
IT

R
U

S
 M

U
TU

A
L 

S
TA

FF

CASEY CREAMER
President and CEO
casey@cacitrusmutual.com

LORI APODACA
Director of
Regulatory Affairs
lori@cacitrusmutual.com

JOEL MEDINA REYES
Director of Field Operations
jreyes@cacitrusmutual.com

DIANE GUINN
Executive Assistant
diane@cacitrusmutual.com

BARBARA O’DELL
Membership Coordinator
barbara@cacitrusmutual.com

ALYSSA HOUTBY
Director of
Government Relations
alyssa@cacitrusmutual.com

ALEXIS SILVEIRA
Communications Manager
alexis@cacitrusmutual.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In 1977 the founding members California Citrus Mutual (CCM) 
recognized that they needed a cohesive voice to battle the 

issue both past, present, and future. As 
the primary advocacy organization for 
the California citrus industry, we provide 
a forum for growers to identify issues of 
common concern and advocate for 
improved outcomes, whether it be in the 
halls of government or between groves, 
we are here to unite the industry. 
On that note, if you have any questions 
or concerns about CCM, regulations, or 
want to tell me your story, I invite you to 

call my cell phone at (559) 706-3640. This document is a 
snapshot of what we were involved with on your behalf. 
We have much more work to do, and we are continuously 
committed to serving you, the grower, and the industry. 

This past year demonstrated the importance of having an 
industry advocacy organization. CCM worked with the 
Administration and our congressional or allies in Congress to 
bring in over $50 million in trade mitigation dollars through 
the Food Purchase Program. While it was not enough to 
make up for the lost sales from China, the program was 
successful in moving the excess fruit out of the traditional 
supply chain to prevent a further decline in price.

As HLB continues its exponential growth in the residential 
trees of Southern California, CCM worked with our State 
and Federal partners to bring in $17.5 million. This money 
directly offsets mandatory grower assessments for the 
Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Program. CCM staff 
also worked collaboratively with the Florida and Texas 
citrus industries to once again bring in $25 million per year 
with the passage of the Farm Bill for research to find a cure 
for Huanglongbing.

When our members were targeted to fund solutions for 
drinking water issues in disadvantaged communities fully, we 

were there to propose an alternative solution. After three 
years of advocacy in Sacramento, CCM along with our 
colleagues in agriculture, saw the passage of the Safe and 
Affordable Drinking Water Fund a monumental success for 
the entire industry. While there is no “liability relief” for 
agriculture, there was not a tax placed on water or fertilizer. 
We believe this monumental agreement for drinking water 
moves the responsibility where it belongs at the state level.

When Chlorpyrifos was being challenged, CCM was there at 
every step in the process. Collectively, we were able to 
defeat legislation that would outright ban the pesticide. 
However, the California Environment Protection Agency and 
the Department of Pesticide Regulation under Governor 
Brown stacked the regulatory process that led to the State’s 
first-ever cancellation of a pesticide. Even with the deck 
stacked against us, CCM staff was able to preserve the 
granular form of Chlorpyrifos for critical ant control.

Most of the work CCM does is qualitative, not quantitative.
It is tough to put a dollar amount on the things that did not 
happen because of our involvement. The economic 
environment has changed considerably for citrus growers 
since 1977. There’s no denying that it is much more 
challenging. CCM understands those challenges and will 
work every day to ensure the viability of your operations 
now and for generations to come. The sustainability of the 
industry will not come easy, but nothing in life that is 
worthwhile ever is.

CALIFORNIA CITRUS MUTUAL STAFF  (A-Z)

512 N. Kaweah Ave., Exeter, CA 93221
559-592-3790



RETURN ON INVESTMENT
$40.9 MILLION  

FUNDING RECEIVED:

$25 million in
Farm Bill Funding
for ACP/HLB Research

$12.5 million in
Federal Funding for
California through
The Citrus Health
Response Program

$5 million in
State Funding
for CPDPP

TOTAL FUNDING RECIEVED

$42.5 MILLION
$42.5 MILLION

– $1.6 MILLION (Member Dues)

RETURN ON INVESTMENT IS
$40.9  MILLION

ACP/HLB PREVENTION

Preventing the spread of HLB is a priority for the California 
citrus industry and thus CCM dedicates a significant amount 
of staff resources toward advocating for industry programs 
and regulatory policies that support this objective. 
There are three major funding streams that come to 
California from the Federal government due, in large part, 
to the advocacy efforts of CCM.

o 2019 Federal Funding Sources for ACP/HLB
� $12.5 million Federal Funding for CA through the 
Citrus Health Response Program
� $25 million in Farm Bill Funding for ACP/HLB Research
� Since 2013, the HLB MAC has invested nearly $47 
million to speed the development of tools that could 
help the U.S. citrus industry fight back against HLB.

In addition, the Governor did approve the California 
Department of Food and Agricultureʼs budget request for 
an additional $2.5 million in ongoing funding from the 
State budget, bringing the stateʼs ongoing commitment to 
$5 million each year.  



In 2019 we stopped several harmful bills dealing with water, pesticide use, 
and taxes. Most notably, the collective agricultural industry worked together 

to achieve a historic agreement on safe and affordable drinking water. 
The outcomes of the past legislative session were by and large positive 

for the agricultural industry in comparison to recent past years.

2019 IN 
REVIEW:

Air Quality
Staff works with local air districts and the California Air Resources Control Boards on agricultural air quality issues. 
Despite federal mandates, the exemption for citrus wind machines continues to be maintained. CCM is heavily involved 
in increasing funding for equipment replacements so that federal and state air quality mandates can be met with 
incentives instead of regulations.

Crop Protection
CCM is actively working to protect the legal use of pesticides for critical pests of concern.  Staff was heavily involved 
in defeating legislation to outright ban chlorpyrifos. While the state eventually decided to phase out chlorpyrifos, CCM 
was successful in maintaining the granular formulation for critical ant control.
We remained engaged in the Department of Pesticide Regulation's (DPR) neonicotinoid risk evaluation and brought the DPR 
Director to Riverside to see firsthand the importance of chlorpyrifos and neonicotinoids to the industry's fight against HLB.

Energy
As energy costs continue to rise due to climate mandates and wildfire liability, CCM remains involved in efforts in the legislature 
to hold utilities accountable. We are a founding member of the Agricultural Energy Consumers Association that works across 
commodities to challenge utility cost increases legally, legislatively, and regulatorily at the Public Utilities Commission.

HLB
CCM has been a leader in the effort to fight HLB. Through the creation of the Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Program, 
the industry has minimized the spread of HLB into commercial groves with greater success than anywhere else in the world.  
For over a decade, CCM has successfully advocated for federal and state funding to offset grower assessments significantly.

ISSUES

Agriculture Labor Reform
Following the failure of Congressman Goodlatteʼs 
immigration reform bill in 2018, the California 
agriculture industry came together in historic fashion
to strategize a path forward for action in 2019. 
The coalition, led by D.C. - based Western Growers 
Association, negotiated with House Judiciary Chair 
Representative Zoe Lofgren, a bipartisan congressional 
work group, and labor representatives for the Farm 
Workforce Modernization Act, that was introduced 
on October 30, 2019.

Market
Expanding trade opportunities, in part to offset the 
lost market opportunity in China, has been a priority for 
CCM. The United States and Japan finalized a new 
trade agreement in 2019. This agreement puts California 
citrus back on a level playing field with competing 
countries. This trade agreement will stabilize shipments 
to Japan for years to come.

Trade
The U.S. trade dispute with China has had a drastic 
impact to per-acre revenue in 2019. CCM has 
maintained its support of the President and the 
Administration's effort to establish a better trading 
relationship. The President is determined to put 
America first, and China has responded by placing 
substantial tariffs on agricultural products. We believe 
the best course of action is to work with the 
Administration for near-term relief so that the long-term 
goal is achieved. These efforts have resulted in over 
$55 million of support through the Food Purchase 
program. This program partially removed fruit from the 
market that normally would have headed to China 
thereby mitigating the impact of oversupply in domestic 
markets. Staff is continuing efforts to bring more 
resources back to citrus growers as we await the 
details of the Phase One deal with China.

Water
CCM was a founding participant in the Water Blueprint 
and continues to lead the coalitionʼs advocacy efforts. 
The Blueprint presents an alternative to the massive 
fallowing that will surely occur unless additional water 
supplies are secured. The Blueprint calls for a return to 
sound science in the management of the Delta, which 
in return would help all citrus growers to the south.
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CCMʼs mission is to be a strong 
voice for the citrus grower in the 
economic, regulatory, and political 
environments that impact them most. 
Growersʼ profitability hinges on the 
ability of CCM to promote and 
create beneficial policies that protect 
growers from escalating costs and 
regulations.  Many of our successes 
are quantified by the amount of 
savings or gains our efforts have 
achieved for the industry, but much 
of what we do is qualitative.

We work on behalf of the grower to 
stop costly, unnecessary regulations 
that would otherwise have negative 
impacts on your business. We strive 
to influence policies that will create 
an environment in which the citrus 
industry can be successful.  We will 
continue to invest in this industry and 
we are committed to earning your 
continued investment in CCM.

Air Quality
Staff works with local air districts and the California Air Resources Control Boards on agricultural air quality issues. 
Despite federal mandates, the exemption for citrus wind machines continues to be maintained. CCM is heavily involved 
in increasing funding for equipment replacements so that federal and state air quality mandates can be met with 
incentives instead of regulations.

Crop Protection
CCM is actively working to protect the legal use of pesticides for critical pests of concern.  Staff was heavily involved 
in defeating legislation to outright ban chlorpyrifos. While the state eventually decided to phase out chlorpyrifos, CCM 
was successful in maintaining the granular formulation for critical ant control.
We remained engaged in the Department of Pesticide Regulation's (DPR) neonicotinoid risk evaluation and brought the DPR 
Director to Riverside to see firsthand the importance of chlorpyrifos and neonicotinoids to the industry's fight against HLB.

Energy
As energy costs continue to rise due to climate mandates and wildfire liability, CCM remains involved in efforts in the legislature 
to hold utilities accountable. We are a founding member of the Agricultural Energy Consumers Association that works across 
commodities to challenge utility cost increases legally, legislatively, and regulatorily at the Public Utilities Commission.

HLB
CCM has been a leader in the effort to fight HLB. Through the creation of the Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Program, 
the industry has minimized the spread of HLB into commercial groves with greater success than anywhere else in the world.  
For over a decade, CCM has successfully advocated for federal and state funding to offset grower assessments significantly.

Agriculture Labor Reform
Following the failure of Congressman Goodlatteʼs 
immigration reform bill in 2018, the California 
agriculture industry came together in historic fashion
to strategize a path forward for action in 2019. 
The coalition, led by D.C. - based Western Growers 
Association, negotiated with House Judiciary Chair 
Representative Zoe Lofgren, a bipartisan congressional 
work group, and labor representatives for the Farm 
Workforce Modernization Act, that was introduced 
on October 30, 2019.

Market
Expanding trade opportunities, in part to offset the 
lost market opportunity in China, has been a priority for 
CCM. The United States and Japan finalized a new 
trade agreement in 2019. This agreement puts California 
citrus back on a level playing field with competing 
countries. This trade agreement will stabilize shipments 
to Japan for years to come.

Trade
The U.S. trade dispute with China has had a drastic 
impact to per-acre revenue in 2019. CCM has 
maintained its support of the President and the 
Administration's effort to establish a better trading 
relationship. The President is determined to put 
America first, and China has responded by placing 
substantial tariffs on agricultural products. We believe 
the best course of action is to work with the 
Administration for near-term relief so that the long-term 
goal is achieved. These efforts have resulted in over 
$55 million of support through the Food Purchase 
program. This program partially removed fruit from the 
market that normally would have headed to China 
thereby mitigating the impact of oversupply in domestic 
markets. Staff is continuing efforts to bring more 
resources back to citrus growers as we await the 
details of the Phase One deal with China.

Water
CCM was a founding participant in the Water Blueprint 
and continues to lead the coalitionʼs advocacy efforts. 
The Blueprint presents an alternative to the massive 
fallowing that will surely occur unless additional water 
supplies are secured. The Blueprint calls for a return to 
sound science in the management of the Delta, which 
in return would help all citrus growers to the south.
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

CCM advocates for sound, reasonable public 

policies that support the growth and sustainability 

of citrus growers. Success requires a nimble and 

comprehensive approach to navigating state and 

federal politics. 

To do this, the CCM Board of Directors and 

Government Relations Committee developed a 

strategic Government Relations and Political Action 

plan. That plan prioritizes building relationships with 

policymakers that influence regulatory and 

legislative policies that affect the grower's bottom 

line. We take a non-partisan, business-oriented 

approach to our efforts and work with policymakers 

regardless of political affiliation. Our focus starts 

with legislators who have citrus in their district and 

those in key leadership positions.  The list below 

indicates our broad efforts in the last year.

FEDERAL
Senator Diane Feinstein 
Senator Kamala Harris
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
Congressman Devin Nunes
Congressman Doug LaMalfa
Congressman Jim Costa 
Congressman Jimmy Panetta
Congressman Josh Harder
Congresswoman Julia Brownley
Congressman Ken Calvert
Congressman Kevin McCarthy
Congressman Mark Takano
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi
Congressman TJ Cox

STATE
Governor Gavin Newsom
Senator Anna M. Caballero

Senator Andreas Borges
Senator Benjamin Allen 
Senator Bill Monning 
Senator Bob Archuleta
Senator Bob Wieckowski
Senator Brian W. Jones
Senator Cathleen Galgiani 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson
Senator Jim Nielsen 
Senator Maria Elena Durazo
Senator Melissa Hurtado
Senator Scott D. Wiener
Senator Steve M. Glazer 
Senator Thomas J. Umberg
Senator Toni G. Atkins
Assembly Member Adam C. Gray
Assembly Member Buffy Wicks
Assembly Member Christy Smith 
Assembly Member Devon J. Mathis 

Assembly Member Eduardo Garcia
Assembly Member Heath Flora 
Assembly Member Jacqui Irwin  
Assembly Member James C. Ramos
Assembly Member Jesse Gabriel
Assembly Member Jim Cooper
Assembly Member Dr. Joaquin Arambula
Assembly Member Jim Patterson
Assembly Member Kevin Mullin 
Assembly Member Luz M. Rivas
Assembly Member Richard Bloom 
Assembly Member Rudy Salas, Jr.
Assembly Member
 Susan Talamantes Eggman 
Assembly Member
 Tasha Boerner Horvath
Assembly Member Tyler Diep 
Assembly Member Vince Fong 

102
Legislative Meetings

Air Quality
Staff works with local air districts and the California Air Resources Control Boards on agricultural air quality issues. 
Despite federal mandates, the exemption for citrus wind machines continues to be maintained. CCM is heavily involved 
in increasing funding for equipment replacements so that federal and state air quality mandates can be met with 
incentives instead of regulations.

Crop Protection
CCM is actively working to protect the legal use of pesticides for critical pests of concern.  Staff was heavily involved 
in defeating legislation to outright ban chlorpyrifos. While the state eventually decided to phase out chlorpyrifos, CCM 
was successful in maintaining the granular formulation for critical ant control.
We remained engaged in the Department of Pesticide Regulation's (DPR) neonicotinoid risk evaluation and brought the DPR 
Director to Riverside to see firsthand the importance of chlorpyrifos and neonicotinoids to the industry's fight against HLB.

Energy
As energy costs continue to rise due to climate mandates and wildfire liability, CCM remains involved in efforts in the legislature 
to hold utilities accountable. We are a founding member of the Agricultural Energy Consumers Association that works across 
commodities to challenge utility cost increases legally, legislatively, and regulatorily at the Public Utilities Commission.

HLB
CCM has been a leader in the effort to fight HLB. Through the creation of the Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Program, 
the industry has minimized the spread of HLB into commercial groves with greater success than anywhere else in the world.  
For over a decade, CCM has successfully advocated for federal and state funding to offset grower assessments significantly.

Agriculture Labor Reform
Following the failure of Congressman Goodlatteʼs 
immigration reform bill in 2018, the California 
agriculture industry came together in historic fashion
to strategize a path forward for action in 2019. 
The coalition, led by D.C. - based Western Growers 
Association, negotiated with House Judiciary Chair 
Representative Zoe Lofgren, a bipartisan congressional 
work group, and labor representatives for the Farm 
Workforce Modernization Act, that was introduced 
on October 30, 2019.

Market
Expanding trade opportunities, in part to offset the 
lost market opportunity in China, has been a priority for 
CCM. The United States and Japan finalized a new 
trade agreement in 2019. This agreement puts California 
citrus back on a level playing field with competing 
countries. This trade agreement will stabilize shipments 
to Japan for years to come.

Trade
The U.S. trade dispute with China has had a drastic 
impact to per-acre revenue in 2019. CCM has 
maintained its support of the President and the 
Administration's effort to establish a better trading 
relationship. The President is determined to put 
America first, and China has responded by placing 
substantial tariffs on agricultural products. We believe 
the best course of action is to work with the 
Administration for near-term relief so that the long-term 
goal is achieved. These efforts have resulted in over 
$55 million of support through the Food Purchase 
program. This program partially removed fruit from the 
market that normally would have headed to China 
thereby mitigating the impact of oversupply in domestic 
markets. Staff is continuing efforts to bring more 
resources back to citrus growers as we await the 
details of the Phase One deal with China.

Water
CCM was a founding participant in the Water Blueprint 
and continues to lead the coalitionʼs advocacy efforts. 
The Blueprint presents an alternative to the massive 
fallowing that will surely occur unless additional water 
supplies are secured. The Blueprint calls for a return to 
sound science in the management of the Delta, which 
in return would help all citrus growers to the south.



ADMINISTRATIVE ADVOCACY

FEDERAL
 USDA
  APHIS: Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
  AMS: Agricultural Marketing Service
  CHRP: Citrus Health Response Program
  MAC: Multi-Agency Coordination
  NIFA: National Institute of Food and Agriculture
 Environmental Protection Agency
 US Trade Representative 
 Department of Commerce
 Department of Interior
 Customs and Border Protection
 Office of Management and Budget

STATE
 Department of Pesticide Regulation 
 Air Resources Board
 San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
 California Environmental Protection Agency
 California Natural Resource Agency
 California Water Commission
 California Department of Water Resources
 California Department of Food and Agriculture
 California State Board of Equalization

CCM regularly engages with our administrative 
agencies about the importance of California citrus 
and the issues that they face day to day. 

Air Quality
Staff works with local air districts and the California Air Resources Control Boards on agricultural air quality issues. 
Despite federal mandates, the exemption for citrus wind machines continues to be maintained. CCM is heavily involved 
in increasing funding for equipment replacements so that federal and state air quality mandates can be met with 
incentives instead of regulations.

Crop Protection
CCM is actively working to protect the legal use of pesticides for critical pests of concern.  Staff was heavily involved 
in defeating legislation to outright ban chlorpyrifos. While the state eventually decided to phase out chlorpyrifos, CCM 
was successful in maintaining the granular formulation for critical ant control.
We remained engaged in the Department of Pesticide Regulation's (DPR) neonicotinoid risk evaluation and brought the DPR 
Director to Riverside to see firsthand the importance of chlorpyrifos and neonicotinoids to the industry's fight against HLB.

Energy
As energy costs continue to rise due to climate mandates and wildfire liability, CCM remains involved in efforts in the legislature 
to hold utilities accountable. We are a founding member of the Agricultural Energy Consumers Association that works across 
commodities to challenge utility cost increases legally, legislatively, and regulatorily at the Public Utilities Commission.

HLB
CCM has been a leader in the effort to fight HLB. Through the creation of the Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Program, 
the industry has minimized the spread of HLB into commercial groves with greater success than anywhere else in the world.  
For over a decade, CCM has successfully advocated for federal and state funding to offset grower assessments significantly.

Agriculture Labor Reform
Following the failure of Congressman Goodlatteʼs 
immigration reform bill in 2018, the California 
agriculture industry came together in historic fashion
to strategize a path forward for action in 2019. 
The coalition, led by D.C. - based Western Growers 
Association, negotiated with House Judiciary Chair 
Representative Zoe Lofgren, a bipartisan congressional 
work group, and labor representatives for the Farm 
Workforce Modernization Act, that was introduced 
on October 30, 2019.

Market
Expanding trade opportunities, in part to offset the 
lost market opportunity in China, has been a priority for 
CCM. The United States and Japan finalized a new 
trade agreement in 2019. This agreement puts California 
citrus back on a level playing field with competing 
countries. This trade agreement will stabilize shipments 
to Japan for years to come.

Trade
The U.S. trade dispute with China has had a drastic 
impact to per-acre revenue in 2019. CCM has 
maintained its support of the President and the 
Administration's effort to establish a better trading 
relationship. The President is determined to put 
America first, and China has responded by placing 
substantial tariffs on agricultural products. We believe 
the best course of action is to work with the 
Administration for near-term relief so that the long-term 
goal is achieved. These efforts have resulted in over 
$55 million of support through the Food Purchase 
program. This program partially removed fruit from the 
market that normally would have headed to China 
thereby mitigating the impact of oversupply in domestic 
markets. Staff is continuing efforts to bring more 
resources back to citrus growers as we await the 
details of the Phase One deal with China.

Water
CCM was a founding participant in the Water Blueprint 
and continues to lead the coalitionʼs advocacy efforts. 
The Blueprint presents an alternative to the massive 
fallowing that will surely occur unless additional water 
supplies are secured. The Blueprint calls for a return to 
sound science in the management of the Delta, which 
in return would help all citrus growers to the south.
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EVENTS

CITRUS SHOWCASE
The Citrus Showcase is the largest citrus-specific conference
and trade show in California and features multiple educational
workshops, a trade show of over 100 exhibitors, and a popular
luncheon program.  

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting is a time for our membership to come together
in celebration of the achievements by and for our members and the industry.
This year, we celebrated the career of past President & CEO Joel Nelsen.

CITRUS STRIDE
The Citrus Stride is a one-mile walk around Californiaʼs State Capitol Park benefitting 
community food banks across the state. The event draws a large crowd of legislators 
and staff and is an integral part of CCMʼs government outreach efforts.

ISSUES & EGGS
Issues & Eggs is an informational series with an elected official on current topics in 
government. This year Assembly Member Adam Gray joined us for a conversation on 
water, politics, and the future of farming in California.

BIOSAFETY LEVEL - 3 LAB RIBBON CUTTING & PRESS CONFERENCE
Funded entirely by citrus growers, the $8 million state-of-the-art lab is the product of 
a research partnership between the citrus industry led by the Citrus Research 
Foundation (CCRF) and UC Riverside aimed to attract the worldʼs top researchers 
on citrus pests and diseases to conduct work on HLB in Southern California.

GROWER TOWN HALLS
In October of 2019, CCM staff traveled to Palm Desert, Ventura, and Tulare to 
update our members on issues affecting their livelihood. This event is an opportunity 
for staff to talk directly with growers on matters most important to them.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Annual Kick-Off Classic is a fundraiser that supports our CCM PAC efforts. Each 
year people from across the industry join us for a great day of golf followed by a 
fun-filled awards dinner. 

7
Major
Events
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EDUCATION AND PROGRAMS

One of CCM’s missions is to deliver relevant and timely 
information to our members. To that end, CCM regularly 
hosts educational meetings and seminars on important 
topics to the industry. 

Farm Tours

California Citrus Weather Watch

Market Memo

Website and Membership Portal

Labor Partnership Program 

BeeWhere

Government Relations Trip with the CCM Board of Directors

Abandoned Citrus Tree Removal Program

Spray Safe
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2019-2020 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

2019-2020 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Matt Fisher – Chairman
Brian Neufeld – 
 Vice Chairman
Zak Laffite – Vice Chairman
Keith Watkins –
 Secretary/Treasurer

COMMUNICATION 
COMMITTEE
Kevin Severns - Chair
Monique Bienvenue
Tracy Jones
Bob McKellar
Heather Mulholland
Casey Peck
Ken Wileman

GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS
Jared Plumlee - Chair
Eric Bream
John Crowe
Stewart Fleeman

Nick Hill
Julia Inestroza
Matt Leider
Brian Neufeld
Kurt Parsons
Will Pidduck
Fendley Ragland
Elena Rhodes
Luke Peltzer

LABOR COMMITTEE
John S. Gless - Chair
Gus Carranza 
Steve Cox
Carlos Gutierrez
Jose Jimenez
Chelsey Marderosian
Josh Marshall
Rudy Mendoza
Maribel Nenna
Grant Parnagian
Bob Teagarden
Rayne Thompson
Dave Tomlinson

MARKETING COMMITTEE
Tom Wollenman - Chair
David Hines
Al Bates
Sam Botkin
John S. Gless
Tracy Jones
Bob McKellar
Terry Orr
Casey Peck
Stephen Sheldon
Mike Stark
Seth Tillery
Keith Watkins
Ken Wileman

RESOURCE COMMITTEE
Brian Fien - Chair
Adam Brown
Andrew Brown
Michael Cox
Dan Dreyer
Colby Fry
Zachary Green

Milo Gorden
Nate Laux
Robert LoBue
Ryan Metzler
Maribel Nenna
Kevin Severns
Jeff Slover
Greg Thonesen
Dave Tomlinson
Tom Tucker
Matthew Watkins

SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE
Julia Inestroza - Chair
John Crowe
Leighton Claussen
Brian Fien
Carlos Gutierrez
Robert LoBue
Beverly McNutt
Joyce Smith

Agrian Inc.
Agrosource, Inc.
American AgCredit
American/Western Fruit Grower
AMVAC Chemical Corporation
Arysta Lifescience North America
AWETA-AMERICAS
Bank of the Sierra
BASF Corporation
Bayer Crop Science
BIOPTIV LLC
Brown International Corporation
Buckman Mitchell Inc.
Chevron North America
Compac Sorting Equipment
Corteva AgriScience™, Agriculture
 Division of DowDuPont™

Dorn's Gas
Farm Credit West
FMC Agricultural Solutions
Giffin-Parker Insurance Services
Hancock Natural Resource Group
Hortau Corporation
JBT Corporation
JKB Energy
Macro Plastics, Inc.
Mary Roach Insurance Agency
Nichino America, Inc.
Nielsen & Associates
 Insurance Services
The Coca-Cola Co. 
Pace International, LLC
Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
Palogix International

Pearson Realty
Personal Ag Management
 Insurance Services
Pickett Solar
Simplot Company, J.R.
Sinclair Systems International, LLC
Sun Orchard LLC
SunRapt Foods, LLC
Syngenta Crop Protection
The Saqui Law Group, a Division
 of Dowling Aaron Inc
Valent USA Corporation
Young's Commercial Transfer, Inc.
Zenith Insurance Company


