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Seasonal Outlook

Temperatures (November):  Valley Mean Temperatures are expected to vary at 
+2 to -3 deg F of average (as a whole) through the end of November.  This is not because a 
cooler air mass will move in, but rather the anomalous early season rainfall across the entire 
region is expected to cause valley fog (interfere with temps).  An anomalously cold air mass is 
not expected to move in through the end of November.  You may remember last year when 
valley low temps were in the upper 20's to low 30's from November 25 through early 
December.

Temperatures (Dec-Jan):  For December, current probabilistic signals are for average to 
above average mean temperatures.  These same signals also extend into January.  Therefore, 
probabilities as a whole favor average to slightly above average mean temperatures through the
end of January.  Note that this is not set in stone and it doesn't mean we won't have cold air 
seep into the valley.

Precipitation:  After this next precipitation event tonight through tomorrow morning, high 
pressure is expected to build in.  This will likely cause a stretch of dry weather through at least 
November 19.  Around Nov 20-21, a cut-off low pressure system may bring small chance of 
precipitation to parts of CenCal and SoCal.  At this time, chances for rain across the valley will 
probably be slim to zero.  Thereafter, dry weather has a higher probability that not through the 
end of the month.  Signals for Dec, Jan are for below average precip (as it looks now).

La Nina

Currently at a weak strength, La Nina is now official.  It is expected to remain in, and peak at, a a high-
end weak strength or low-end moderate strength.  Currently, Sea Surface Temperatures across key parts
of the Equatorial Pacific are sitting in the very lowest portion of the moderate strength category (at 
-1.0℃).  Unfortunately, higher probabilities of below average precipitation exist due to expected 
impacts from the weak La Nina event.  Although not as much as a weak event, a moderate strength La 
Nina would also have a higher probability for below average precipitation. 

Unlike with impacts on precipitation during La Nina episodes, we generally don't see any temperature 
swings across California and in the valley.  

Outlook Accuracy: It should be noted that, historically, seasonal temperature and precipitation predictions 
don't have a good track record.  Many unpredictable factors that influence weather patterns will come into play 
as we move forward in time.  Nonetheless, and to the contrary, there is some functional use of these outlooks as 
well.  Probabilistic awareness of what may come is important for agricultural planning.

Other weather phenomena can kick into active phases and therefore influence California's precipitation.  I'll be 
keeping close watch on the oscillations and teleconnections throughout winter and spring, looking for any 
signals of an "active" phase that could enhance our precipitation.



Model Ensembles for Temperatures at Visalia (good center part of San Joaquin 
Valley) indicate freezing or subfreezing lows unlikely through the end of 
November:



Modeled “Temperature” and “Height” anomalies favor warmer temps and 
anomalous high pressure:



Precipitation, as it stands right now:


