United's Smith Tackles Sustainability on California Tour 
Burleson Smith, United's vice president of environmental affairs and sustainability, joined CCM, other industry leaders and United Fresh staff last week on a tour of produce operations in Central and Southern California. Smith met with growers, packers and fresh cut market representatives to discuss practices they are taking to make their businesses more sustainable.
"Participants at the meeting each agreed that defining ‘sustainability' is easier in principle, but more difficult in the details," said Smith. "Clearly, each company represented has displayed elements of sustainability, and we were able to discuss the practices that make them successful over the long term. There was a sense that much of what is taken as ‘common sense' approaches to become more efficient, like drip irrigation, may escape notice as an element of being more sustainable." 
Through the Sustainability Advisory Board, United Fresh aims to work with growers and others to clearly communicate steps the produce industry is taking. The discussion clearly indicated that there are concerns that any discussions about sustainability should take into consideration differences in regional and crop production practices/demands.
[bookmark: _GoBack]California Citrus Mutual's Joel Nelsen, who recently joined the Sustainability Advisory Board, introduced Smith to several citrus producers and CCM directors who discussed water, vegetation and pest management practices on their operations, including remote sensing and bio controls. From these discussions, it was clear that such practices are highly specific to the demands of each operation, and no "one size fits all" practices exist. Several of the growers mentioned concern about someone not familiar with their local conditions dictating practices that might not fit their operation as well as practices that have already been adopted to improve operational and economic efficiency.

